FRANK EX-EMPLOYE

‘which the Phagan girl’s body was found,

[DENTIFIES BLANK

Form *‘ Death Note." Was Wfit-

ten On Was One He Himself
Had Used, Says Becker.

RECOGNIZES THE CKER”

Becker Sent It to Cellar with Other

Waste, and It Couldn’t Have
Come from Frank’s Office. .

Henry Friedrich Becker of Irvington,
N. J., has thrown new light on the
testimony on which Leo M. Frank, the
yvoung peneil factory Superintendent of

Atlanta, Ga., was convicted of the mur-
der of Mary Phagan, a 16-year-old fac-
tory employe, on April 26, 1913. Frank
was convicted ' on the testimony of
“Jim '’ Conleyv, a negro sweeper in the
factory. Conley swore that the two
“ Jeath notes” found beside the body
of the girl were dictated to him: by
Frank, and that one of them was writ-
ten on a new blank used . .for ordering
factory supplies. He swore that the
blank had been taken from Frank's
desk. |

A microscopic scrutiny of the blankl
made since the trial showed that the
blank was an old one, and had been
written on before, and that apparently
an attempt had been made fo erase the
writing. In the middle of the blank!
appeared the vague outline of a word,
the only one which was not written
over in the * death note,” Five of tho
letters looked like ** cer.* L

Henryv Friedrich Becker was the mas-
ter mechanlc at the National Pencil
factory of Atlanta, in the basement of

from September, 1908, to December, 1912,
He was found at his present home, 41
Maple Avenue, Irvington, -N. J., by a
reporter for THE NEW YORK.TIMES last

evemnb
Mr. Becker said that when he. worked

in Atlanta he signed all of the: ‘factory
orders. He readily acquiesced ‘when

asked to swn his name hurriedly in the
fashion in which he sald he .always
signed the factory orders, ending the
last letter of his name with a ﬂourish
back over the signature. "

“I alwayo mahe that curl at the end
of the ‘r.”” he said.

Comparison of the Becker 51gnature
and the puzzling word on the reproduc-
tion of the blank revealed a striking
similarity in every detail, even to the
flourish at the end of the name. The
“ B, of which only part of the outline
on the * death note ” was complete, Was
of almost identical formation as that of
Mr. Becker's signature. The word was
the same length as his signature, and
part of the outlmo of his initials. could

be traced,
Sent 01d Blanks to Cellar.'

‘*“ Shortly before leaving the Atlanta
factory,” AMr. Becker said, ““ I packed up
all of the old orders which I had writ-
ten and sent them down to the cellar
In the date line of my old order blanks!
the figures ‘190°* were prirted, but I,

had just about used up the supply ot
blanks when I left and new ones had to
be bought. That wagd in 1912, and 1
think the new ones had ‘191—' in the
corner

The reproduction of the noto bore the
numerals *190—*' on the date line.
This, Mr., Becker pointed out. would
tend to show that the negro Conley was
lying about having gotten a new blank
from Frank’s office for the note which

.was meant to convey the idea that the

girl had written it and which described
her assailant as a ‘ long, tall negro,”
and would indicate that the blank was
picked up from a pile of . rubbish in the
hasement and did. not come from
Frank’s office. '

“T knew Mr. Frank very well during
tho whole feur years I was emploved
in Atlanta,” Mr, Becker said. “I was
thrown into intimate contact swith him:
every day at the office, and I can .tes-|
tify that he was almost distant toward|
the girls employed in the factory. I,
knew h'm both before he was married
and after, and his conduct was always
beyond reproach "

Another detail of Conley’s testimony
which Mr. Becker’s interview tends
to discredit Is the statement, quoted in
the interview with Conley which ap-
peared in THE TiMES last Sunday. that
the first time he rccalled seeing Mary
Phazan was the day of her maurder,
when, he said. he kept watch in the hall
while Frank iwas in the office above,

“That doesn’t sound probable to me,”
said Mr. Becker. I knew the negro
Conley for several years and know that
he roamed all over- -the factory and saw
practically everyvhody in it often. |

“Tt was I who hired Mary rPhagan.
That was about 4 vear before I left, or
about the last of 1911, While 1 was
there she worked in two different de~
partments, first at a machine on the
fourth floor and later directly under my
supervision in the melal department.on
the second floor. The girl was excep-.
tionally pretty. She was one of the
most modest little girls in the factory.

Frank in Love With His Wife. E

“IWe hire about 125 girls and women
in the different departments,- During
the entire time I was there I never
once knew Mr, Frank to make any ad-
vances toward any of the girls. - During
my second year in Atlanta he married.
He had introduced me to his fiancée a
long while before. The charge that
there was a breach hetween him and his
wife is, I believe, untrue. Certainly
there was no breach up to the time.'1l
left, a short time before the murder,

for Mrs. Frank came to the office with |
him nearh every Saturday afternoon,
and I never saw a couple who seenmed
more in love and more confident of each
cther. I wish it were in my power to-do ‘
semething for the man, for I am a.bso-
hatelv confident he is innocent.” -

Aslked if he would identify the signa—
ture of the blank, Mr: Becker said that
he would be glad to have the authorities
call on him for this or any testimony
he could give regarding Frank's char-
acter.

*“ From a mere nhotogra.phio reproduc-
tion of the signature, I can’t be abso-
lutely certain. of course, that it is mine,”
saig Mr. Becker, but if -.a _way could
be arranged for me to see the original!
I am sure T could tell whether it was
one of the blanks I had thrown in- the
be<ement.”

Mr. Becker said public indlgna.tlon in:
Georgla had mfluenced the jury to. fxnd'
Frank guilty. !

““The people and press of Atlania a.re.
veginning te realize their ‘mistake,” -he
said. “T've just received a letter from
an intimate friend there who says that
both arz awakening to the fa-t that
popular ‘clamor has driven an innocent
man almost to the gallows! and that the!
demand for a new trial is ma.klng ite
self felt.”

Part of the lotter to Which he referred
read:

Inclosed you will find an edltorial from
The Atlanta Journal. It i{s the first rea:
expression of the ‘newspaners  deslarine
that Frank had not had a rair-and impar-
tia] trial. Affairs in the l1ast two waeke
here plaigly show that a new trial is the
only proper means of seeing that justice
{s done the man,

Yellow journals created, bv what thm
heard from these cheap detectives; a hatred
for Frank, and now it is up to- them- to-
change the public’s opinion as muoh as. it lu
in their potwer. :

‘YVou cannot realize how nauseatinz the
tales. that have been 'told on Frank . have
been, though, of course; the better element
here now reallzes that the stories :were.
desnicable lles. The mass of the people
couldn’t see through them -at first, and,
didn’t know that it -was impossible for
a man of Frank's social Eosition among. his

race to even  attempt t ings he was re-
ported as having done. Caeed

A Letter trom Frank.

Mr. Becker also produced a letter he
received from Frank himself last Yea.r‘

‘after he had been taken to. the Tower

in Atlanta. Becker had wrltten & note

of sympa.t‘hy for the prisoner. "
dear Mr." Becker,”” Frank's® létter

read. “ Your kind words of - sympath}'

and con.tidence touched e, deeply an

were ver’y much appreciated The out-
come’ of the ‘trial was a surprise to all.
The heated passion of the Atlanta mob
did -it, No one every heard of such a
‘frame-up.’ to ‘bring about the undoing
of "a, decent man. -

“Truth and. justice, however will pre-
vail in the end. We have Just begun to
fight In the end I will be vindicated,
as I°had no more to do with this t‘nmg
than did you.”

‘The'letter wag written before the Su-
preme Court had upheld the trial jury’s
verdict. -

Mr. . Becker’'s son, Frederick Ottlo

Becker,.is still living in Atlanta and has!

written his father - frequently regarding.

the Frank case. He expresses the con-
fidence the rest of the - family feels tha’

Frank is innocent, and severely arraigns

Frank's accusers.

“Don’t quote anythmg from any of
F'red’s- letters,’”’ .Mrs. Becker pleaded.
“He . Is. .working there, and feeling
against - -anybody who says a word in
Frank’s favor .has. ran so high in At-
lanta that it would not be good for
Fred if the people who are condemning

Frank heard his views. Last vear it

was -dangerous -for anybody ta, question
even the fairness of the trial.””
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