FRANK SURVIVE
ASSASSINS KNIF

Jugular Vein Partly Severed by
Convict’s Attack, but He Is
Expected to Recover.

SLASHED WHILE HE SLEPT

Assailant, the Murderer of Two
lvien, Asserts That He Was
Not Prompted to the Act.

FRANKK BRAVE IN CRISIS

Not Afraid to.Die, and Begs That
Assail- .t Be Forgiven—Gov-
ernor Plans investigation.

Speciul to The New York Times.

MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga., July 18.—Leo
M. Frank, whose throat was cut by
William Creen, a fellow-convict at ihe
Georgia Prison Farm here, late last
night, the jugular vein belng partly sev-
ered, i{s believed to have a good chance
for recovery. It was feared for a time
that he would die from loss of blood,
.but the hemorrhage was checked in

gquick time, and now the attending phy-
sicians says the wounded man has some-
thing more than a {fighting chance for
his life.

Frank was reported late tonight as
resting well. He had regained his nor-
mal pulse. Two trained nurses have
been employed to care for him.

The attack on the famous life prison-
er was sudden, savage and unprovoked,
The assailant, a murderer who has
killed two men, also is serving a life

sentence,

Frank was quaritered at night in a
dormitory with about one hundred other
prisoners, and occupled a bunk about
forty feet from one of the two doors
to the large room. Creen's bunk was
the fourth from his. No prisoner is
allowed to leave his place without per-
mission from one of the two guards sta-
tioned at the dormitory at night.

Seized Frank by the Halr,

Shortly after 11 o'clock Creen called
out {or permission to get up, and it was
granted. He started down the line of
bunks toward the one oc¢cupied by
Frank. As he reached it he seized
Frank by the hair and delivered one
blow with a butcher knife, which he
had concealed. A guard rushed to the:
bunk and prevented Creen from striking
again. . ‘

Among the prisoners who rushed to
Frank's ald were two physicians, one
of whom alsp was serving a life term
for murder. They gave iirst aid and
treated the wound until Dir. Guy Comp-
ton, the prison physician, was sum-
moned from his home, half a mile away.
The three men took twenty-five stitches
in Frank's neck. Dr. H. J. Rosenberg,
the ¥rank family physician, arrived
from Atlanta today with two lhurses.
He said that while the patient's condi-
tion was serious, he had a good chance
for life. '

Mrs. Frank was in Milledgeville at the
home of J. M. Burns. She was not t‘.:ldl
of the attack until after the physicians’
had finished their work. She became |
livsterical, but later was calmed and
was taken to the prison hospital.

The cut extends from the tront of the
necl; around the left side to almost the
middle of the back of the neck, Neither
the windpipe nor the spinal cord is hurt,
but the jugular vein is partly severed.
The physicians’ greatest fear tonight
was that some of the stitches might slip.
There is (danger, als0, of a new rupture
from a coughing spell.

In trying to fight off his assailant
Frank got gashnes in both hands from
the knife, but these wounds are not
gerious. '

After his wounds had been dressed
Frank turned to the physicians and
asked: “I am I going to die? ™ |

* We don’t know,”” replied Dr. Comp-
ton. *‘*You are in a seriocus condition
and will have to be quiet."

Not Afraid to Dle.

" If I am going to die,” replied Frank, 1
““1 am not afraid. Nothing stands be-
tween me and God. 1 hope that the!
man who attacked me will be forgiven.” |

H

Frank knew of the demonstrations :
against the action of Governor Slaton in'!
commuting his sentence and also of
threats to take him f{rom the prisonl
farm by force. Those who reached his’
side firsy after he was wounded believe:

he had all this in mind when he said: |
“ 1 guess they have got me now.” :

Lverybody who has been at Frank's|
bedside has cominented on his calmness |
and fortitude. For some time he
thought he was golng to di., but,
throughout he maintained marked cour-
age, never uttering any compiaint,

Frank’'s constitution, which stood him
in such good stead througliout his fight
for life in the courts, seems unimpaired.
He was somewhat worn down when
brought to the State farm, being prob-
ably sixty pounds lighter than when
arrested, accused of the murder of
Mary Phagan, but he had taken on
flesh since his arrival here and was
getting strong and robust through
working much of the time in the open
air with other convicts, hence the great
loss of hiood thal he has suffered has
not causcd & complete collapse. He 1s
weak, but Is> has nerve,

Frank asked the Drison doctors again
teduy if they thought he would live.

“You have & good chance,” he was
‘nld. Frank smiled.

‘ Don't punish the man who attacked
me,”” he said. **T have nothing o fear.
I will be able to prove to the world that
I am innocent of the crima of which they
accuse me if they give me a chance.”

‘“ Doctor,”’ he said later, I am going
to live. I must live. [ must vindicate
myself."”
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Life Saved by JMurderer.

Dr. Rosenberg, Frank's Atlanta
physician, complimenied the prison doc-
tors, saying their prompt action saved
frank’s life. Dr. J. M. McMaughton,
who is serving a life term for murder,
is being congratulatea 1or the part he
played. It was he who rendered the
first aid, clamping the gushing vein and
stopping the hemorrhage. Dr, Mec-
Naughton says Frank surely would
Liave nled to death in five minutes. He
is much pleased over saving the life of
his fellow prisoner.

. Creen, Frank assailant, appears
.composed as he lies on a cot in the
‘big dormitory with his legs chained to
;a concrete post.  The report that he
'had been placed in a dungeon is un-
true: there are no cells in this prison.

According to Creen's own statement
he has killed two men. One of these
| was Tobe Reese, whom he killed eight
'years ago. Of tha: crime he was’ ac-
.quitted on a plea of self-defense. He
killed 0. 8. Kitchens three veairs ago,
~and for that ciime received a life sen-
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tence. Before that trial he was exam-
indd by a lunacy commission, which
pronounced him sane.

The man is 45 vears old. He was
born in Memphis, Tenn., but has lived

in Georgia for twenty-five vears. He
was sentenced from olumbus, Ga., and
has a wife there.

Creen asserted that there was no con-
spiracy. He said that he had an in-
spiration to kil Frank, and plotted
alone to kill him. He told of aiding in
the butchering of hogs Saturday morn-

ing, of hiding in his clothing a butcher
e made out of a file, and of carrying
it to bed with him. It was with this
weapon that he attacked Frank. i
The assailant admitted that he had;
talked with other convicts about the;
Frank case, but =aid that they had not|
jnfluenced him in any way. He took:
all ithe blame for the crime on his!
own shoulders and sald that shile he!l
thought at the time that he was doing
right he now regretted his act.

Read Onily the Bible.

Supt. Smith said ttat Creen had not
been permitted to read newspapers or
anti-Frank lterature. He read only the

Bible, said the Superintendent.

“ The Bible was furnished to him at
the lbrary,” said Mr. Smith. ** He
gtudiad it whenever he had an odd mo-
ment, Ie seemed to be gelting religion.
1 knew that Creen was a bad man, but
1 never dreamed that he would attack
2 fellow-convict. 1 had instructed the
guards not to pick a quarrel with him,
as 1t might result seriously."

‘* Did Creen have any quarrel with
Frank? ™ he was asked.

** No; absolutely not,”” said the Super-
intendent. *‘They appeared to be friends.
That is why the attack is all the more,
shocking.™ ]

Superintendent Smith dJdeeply regrels;
the attack. He has been on a gredt!
strain since Frank was placed under his|
care. He says the attack emphasizes
the need of a place for dangerous 0011-1
victs at the prison farm. He has =cv-
oral such prisoners now, and these he
has to keep chained to prevent them |
from commiting acts of violence.

An investigation of the attack probably ]

will be condncted by the Georgia Prizon
Commission, the same body that .e-
fused to recommend that Frank's death
sentence be commuted to life imprison-
ment.
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