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WOMAN ADMITS SHE
LIED ABOUT FRANK

Mrs. Nina Formby, Nqw in New
¥York, Tells of False Affidavit
\ in Atlanta Murder Case.

ACCUSES TWO DETECTIVES

Meantime Georgia Supreme Court
Denles a Rehearing, but Other
Appeals Are Pending.

Repentant over having made a false
affidavit, which, she sald, she believed
‘was largely responsible for the con-
viction of Leo M. Frank, who was sen-
tenced to deatp for the murder of the
little factory girl, Mary Phagan, in At-
lanta, Ga., Mrs. Nina Formby of At-
lanta last night called up Tup TIMES
and asked that she be permitted to make
a public denial of the statements she
made agalnst Frank in her affidavit.
. To a reporter for THE TiMES Mrs.
Formby repeated agaln and agsain that
she had made the affidavit against
Frank only after she had been unduly
influenced to do so by the Atlanta de-
' tectives. |

This new revelation regarding the.
'methods alleged to have been adopted
in building up the case against Frank
icame only a few hours after the Su-
preme Court of Georgia had denied a
motion by Frank’s attorneys for a re-
| hearing of the recent unsuccessful ap-’
' peal for a new trial for him.

Undiscou;aged by this reverse,
' Frank’s attorneys are about to bring
| before Judge Hill of the Criminal Di-
vision of the Superior Court of Georgia
an extraordinary motion for a new trial,
. based on the statement of the State
Chemist, Dr. Harris, that in his opinion
the hair found on the lathe in the ma-
chine room of Frank's pencil factory
was not Mary Phagan’'s, and upon the
admission of Albert McKnight that he
perjured himself in his testimony against
 Frank.

Last night's equally startling assertion
by Nina Formby will probably figure in
this new move to obtain a new trial for
the pencil factory Superintendent.

' The detectives, Mrs. Formby said, had

[plied her with whisky until she was on

}the verge of delirlum tremens. Mrs.
Formby safid she was then taken to the
office of the Chief of Detectives of At..
lanta, where she was forced to admit in
. the presence of witnesses that she had
made incriminating statements reflect-
ing on the character of Leo M. Frank.
Mrs. Formby explained to the reporter
that stie owned a rooming house in
, Atlanta some seventeen years ago.
'Later she sald she found it more de-
_sirable to try- to earn a livelihood by
respectable occupation. She opened a
boarding house for men, but the police
of Atlanta were suspicious of her and
they "* hounded ”’ her 80 openly that she
was forced to move from place to place.
The last time she was forced to aban-
don a boarding house she leased a four-
room apartment at 400 Piedmont Ave-
nue. The apartment house in which she

lived was in a locality through which
L.eo M Frank passed frequently on his
way to work, or on his way to visit
friends. Mrs. Formby said she knew
Frank by sight, because g girl acquaint-
ance once had pointed out the young
Superintendent ag her ‘‘ boss.”

Visited by Detectives.

*“ T remember quite well the day that
Mary Phagan was murdered,’”” said Mrs.
Formby. “ 1t was on April 25, and I
. remember it because it was my birthday.
'1 remember also quite well the day that
Mr. Frank was arrested, and I remem-

' ber, too, that it was only about a week
‘afterward that Detectives Norris and
 Cheuning called me up over the tele-
' phone and asked me if I had any
| “booze.” 1 told them I didn’'t have any,
and they said they would bring some
'around to my house. They came around
in the evening, and they brought the
booze. We drank booze and played
cards in the dining room. They men-
tioned the arrest of Mr, F¥rank, only
incidentally. They told me that some
woman had called them up that day
.over the telephone and suggested to
‘them that I might be able to tell them
»gomething about r. Frank. T don’'t
‘know who their infOrmant was and they
wouldn't tell me,

“Any way, Detectives Norris and
Cheuning, after having broached the
gsubject, asked me what I knew about
Mr Frank, and I said, ‘Don’t know
anything.’ . .

“ The two detectives didn’t insist that
1 did know, and I realize now that they
wanted to do a little rehearsing before
thev led me to making any false con-
fessions.

“« For three weeks Norris and Cheun-
ing came to my apartment. They were
there every night, and they always
brought booze. We played cards as
usual in the dining room ,and something
was sald each time about the Frank
case. I remember now that when they
went away each time we had dgrunk up
all the whisky.

« With each vigit of the detectives
the gossip about the Frank case ab-
sorbed more of their attention. They
. asked my opinion about it, and at first
i1 always said that I thought that Mr.
Frank was innocent. I told them 1
thought so because, vou take a little
man, weighing only 123 pounds. and he
couldn’'t well do a Job lke that. Tl..e
little girl was terribly cut up and
bruised. and naturally T expressed my
belief to the detectives that some negro
killed her. .

T can't say how many days they
came to my apartment and talked about
tne Frank case before they asked nre
it Mr. Frank wasn’t a2 degenerate. Ut
course I said T didn’t know. But on
'that time T was under the influence_of
| Yiguor. When Morris and .Cheuning
kept asking me if T didrn't know that
Mr. Frank was g degenerafe I finally
lost the power to discriminate about
what I was sayingy

Coaxed Into False Statement.

“ They asked me the same question
so many times that at last T gave them
the answer they wanted me to ~ive
them. I said:

“ *Yes, he is.” It was right there that
I made a fatal mistake. If I had not

made all kinds of impossible statements
incriminating Frank, and asked me if
they were not true. Not knowing what
1 safd, I always sald yes.

. T recall particularly this: They asked

telephone on the day of the murder, and
I told him that it was true that if*the
telephone bell had rung once that day
it had rung twenty-five times.

“ The detectives became insistent and
asked me if I didn’'t remember that
it was Mr. Frank calling, and 1 said
yes. Then they asked me if he wanted
a room for himself and another person.
I said yes, and right here I want to
state that I was particular, even though
' under the influence of liquor, to say
‘that party,” without mentioning Mr.
Frank’'s name.. . - '

_ ‘““After that they suggested that Mr,
Frank -was- possessed of a/ mania, and

made that statement they\ would not:
have continued to pump me. Encouraged
by this admission, Nornls and Cheuning

me if Frank didn’t .call me up over the.
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; , . I wouldn't trust them aganin. I’'d like
‘ li to o hack and rersonally do all T cou'd
money."”’

Continued from Page 1.

asked me if I knew anything about that
side of his character, To those ques-
tions I also replied in the affirmative.

On the Verge of Collapse.

“Finally, when the two detectives .eft

me, I was in a state of collapse, All
that night and all the next day [ had
a nurse to look after me. On the fol-'
lowing day, or the third day, 1 was
hardly out of bed, when 1 received or-
ders to go _down to the office of Chief’
Langford in charge of the detectives,
In the presence of other detectives Nor-
ris and Cheuning read many af the,
statements 1 bhad maae to them the last
night they were at my apartment. .

‘ Bven then my brain was Bo steeped
in whisky that | gidn't reaiuze the Im-|
port of all I might nave sald to them,
so when they asked me if I had actually
made those statements . against Mr‘

Frank I realized that I had actually
done 80, and admitted it. I signed an!
affidavit containipng the charges, and it
is a fact that I didn't know what it all’

meant until some one told me what I
had signed my name to. |

“ Even with my affidavit, the chief|
of the detectives wasn't satisfied with
the evidence against Frank. Conse-
yuently he suggested that I visit the
cell of the prisoner in company with the
Chlef's secretary. I consented to do Bso,
and I was intsructed by the Chief (o
mention to Mr. Frank that he had called
up my apertment on the day of the'
murder and asked for a room.

“We went to his cell in the jail. The
gecretary ¢of the Chief stayfd behind me
in hearing distance, and approached
the door of the cell., I spoke to Mr.
Frank, and sald, “Why, howdy, Mr.
Frank.' 1 was 80 confused and feit
so strange that I forgot to say as I had
reen Instructed, ' I'm surprised to see,
yvou here s0 soon after you called me
up.” The reason 1 couldn't say that
was because I knew it wasn't true. Mr, |
Prank looked at me in & Euzzled way,
angd said: ‘Why, I don't know th:s,
woman.” ['m sure he didn't. I was so
ashamed that I just walked away. |

“ A8 time wore on ! reallzed the awfnl
position T was in. So I decided to leave
town and went to Chattanooga, Tenn.
All the while I read the Atlanta papers
and kept in touch with what was golng
on at home. I was almost terrified by
the trouble that my affidavit seemed to
have created, But when the excltement
haed dled away, 1 declded to go back
to Atlanta and get my furnifure out of
storage. |

“1 went back to Atlanta In Septem-
ber, 1813. I was there only a day or so
before I heard it whigpered that I would
be forced to swear in court that 1 had
made that affidavit. Some of the detect- ‘
ives trled to Induce me to open a room-
ing house. I knew they only wanted
me to place myself again under their
protection. Then they would have a
lever with which to keep my mouth
\g‘t’lut in the event of an investigation of
the conduct of the police in the Frank
.case.
“I decided to 2o to Frank’'s attorney,
Mr. Rosser, and make a clean breast
of the whole affalr, when I chanced
'to read in one of the Atlanta papers
an attack Mr. Rosser had made on my
affidavit and my reputation. My good
intent was abandoned when this attack
was made an me.

‘“ Whatever elgse [ may have done, I had
always tried to -be truthful. I signed
that affidavit under extraordinary in-
fluences when I was not wholly respon-
sible for what I sald.

“1 realize that I have done a great
irJustice to Prank. Tn justice Lo nun
aend in justice to mysell I now want to
ger;y what I said agginat-him In' that-af-
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