MAY INDIGT WATSON
OUTSIDE OF GEORGIA

Government About to Hold the
Editor for His Fulminations
on the Frank Case.

CONGRESSMEN IN PROTEST

Delegation Objects to His Being
Taken Out of the State—Say -
It Would Be a Stigma.

S?)ccfal to The New York Times.

WASHINGTON, Feb, 2.—Twelve mem-
bers of the Georgia delegation in Con-
zress called on Attorney General Greg-
ory today to protest against the Gov-
ernment’'s contemplated indictment of
Thomas E. Watson of Thomson, Ga.,
for circulating alleged obscene matter
through the mails in connection with the
murder trial of lLeo M. Frank. The
visit dlsciosed the fact that the depart-
ment was considering charges ugainst
Watson and contemplated submitting
them to a4 Grand Jury outside the State
of Georgia. The Congressmen directed
their chief objection to this action, say-,
ing it would be a reflection on the State.

Ar. Watson, once candidate for Pres-
ident on the Populist ticket, .4s editor
of The Jeffersonian, a weekly newspa-
‘per. After Frank's sentence had been
commuted by Governor John M. Slaten,
EMr. Watson published and circulated
articles alleged to be in vioclation of the
law. -

Assistant Attorney General Willlam
Wallace, Jr., admitted to the Georgia
| delegation that action was contem-
.plated. The only question which re-
mains to be settled is where the indict-
ment shall be sought. Five jurisdic-
‘tions are being considered, four of them
outside of the State wherein Mr. Wat-
son lives. The evidence gathered by the
Department will not be laid before the
Federal Grand Juries in either New York
or Chicago, it was said. The depart-
' ment wishes to avold the appearance of
g ing a locality where Jewish senti-
\men is strong, and which might be
presumed to be h/stile to Mr. Watson.

' Members of the Georgia delegation
| protested that the proposed action
‘would be a reflection upon the State
and equivalent to a declaration by the
Department of Justice that a fair trial
. could not bp obtained within the State
of Georgia. <This they resented. They
 indicated that they could not interpose
any objection if the department brought
its case within the jurisdiction wherein

he (Watson) lived and where his paper
is published.

. Representative Samuel J. Tribble of
'the Eighth Georgia District is contem-
. plating the introduction of a resolution
“calling for a llouse investigation of the
| proposed action of the Department of
Justice. He characterizes such a course
'as ‘‘ unheard f " and " a stigma on the
State.”’ étn )

Other members from Georgia oppose
such a resolution, contending that Con-
gress should not take any action in a
matter pendlng before the judicial
branch of the-Government., If Watson
has been gullty of a crime against the
laws of the country, they assert he
should be punished. They do object,
nowever, to his being taken out of the
State for trial. '

‘* Should 1 become. convinced that it
would help Mr. Watson in this matter
and defend the honor of°the State, I
would not hesitate to introduce a reso-
lution of inquiry,’”’ asserted Mr. Tribble
today. “ 1 think it is an outrage upon
the State for the Government 10 say it
fears it cannot get a fair trial within
the boundaries of Georgia. 1 have done
my utmost for Mr. Watson and to up-
hold the integrity of my State and will
continue to use every honorable and
legitimate method to prevent this .un-
heard of proceeding.”” ;

Mr. Tribble first learned of the con-
templated new indictment of Mr, Wat-
son last December, when he called to
inquire about the case of alleged send-
ing _of obscene matter through the
mails, now pending against the Georgia
editor. In the tria’i of that case in Au-
gusta, Ga., a mistrial was. ordered. The
jury was reported to stand 10 to 2 for
acquittal. ‘The case arose from the
publication in The Jecffersonian of ex-
tracts in the original Latin fronmr a
volume by Charles Chiniquy, relating
to the confessional. , . |

While discussing this case-Represen-
tative Tribble learned that the depart-
ment was considering another indlct-
ment based on articles in The Jefferso~
jan relating to the murder of Mary
Phagan, of which Fra was convicted.
" He “obtained the consent of the de-.
partment officials to advise Mr. Wat-
son of the new ‘turn of events. Since
then every effort has been made to have
the, new indictment brought in Gedrgla.
The Department of Justice took the po-
sition-that Mr. Watson had violated the
lJaw wherever .he had circulated ccu{)ies-
of his  paper coniaining the objection-
able matter. : 2.

The question presented was nof one of
‘taking a man outside of the State of his
residence for trial on a crime committed
within that State, but of trying him at
“any place where the crime of circuldting
|obscene matter was committed. ;
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